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University Dedicates WUOM Studio

HE University paused last month

to take a long and reminiscent
look at past achievements in the field
of radio broadcasting, then turned its
thoughts and full resources toward the
boundless potentialities of the future.

Immediate occasion for the self-
appraisal and reaffirmation of objec-
tives was the week-long dedication
ceremonies of the modern new facili-
ties of WUOM, the University’s
eighteen-months-old Frequency Modu-
lation station.

It was a significant event that of-
ficially marked a milestone of progress
in the history of radio broadcasting at
the University. It served as the cli-
max of one era in which pioneers
struggled to develop educational broad-
casting to its present stature, and as
the genesis of a new era that offers
promise of vastly expanded service in
the public interest.

The story of radio in its early days
at Michigan has been told before. For
more than a quarter of a century the
University has endeavored, within its
limited means, to utilize the medium
of radio as one avenue through which
it could meet its educational and cul-
tural obligations to the public. A year
and a half ago the University began
to beam programs to listeners over its
own long-awaited radio station when
WUOM opened operations from tem-
porary studios in Angell Hall Alum-
nus, August 28, 1948). Now WUOM s
physical plant and equipment is
complete.

During last month’s dedication
week ceremonies, January 8 through
14, the attention of radio listeners
throughout the state and nation was
directed to WUOM’s acquisition of its
splendid new facilities atop the Ad-
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ministration Building on State Street.

A pair of nation-wide broadcasts
over the National Broadcasting Sys-
tem opened the week-long observance
and a special broadcast featuring the
University’s Symphonic Band and
Glee Club concluded the ceremonies
six days later. In between, there were
a variety of radio features keynoted
to the occasion, including special sa-
lutes to the University Broadcasting
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Has served as the Director of the Broad-

casting Service for a quarter-century.

Service from many metropolitan sta-
tions, a dramatic documentary pro-
gram which told the story of radio’s
growth at Michigan, special interviews
with noted guests in the radio profes-
sion, and an hour-long variety pro-
gram featuring Michigan alumni who
are prominent in radio work through-
out the country.

This latter group, the alumni re-
turnees who had all studied under the
guiding influence of Professor Waldo
M. Abbott, ’11, '13/, Director of the
University’s Broadcasting Service since
1925, were perhaps the most interested

observers among the many hundreds
who inspected WUOM'’s shining new
studios. Some of them had knowledge
of the airless tent in University Hall
which served as the first Campus
studio and most of them had under-
taken their initial radio training in the
inadequate facilities of old Morris
Hall, which was razed to make way
for the Administration Building.

Understandably, these alumni mar-
veled at the transition to studios and
technical equipment which rank among
the best in the state or among educa-
tional stations anywhere. They in-
spected pridefully every corner of the
WUOM studios (sketch below), which
occupy the entire fifth floor of the
Administration Building, and they lis-
tened carefully to a resume of present-
day programming achievements in the

realm of educational broadcasting.

Entrance to the new studios is
gained from the two elevators which
service the building. At one end of
the attractive reception lobby is a
large picture window which frames
Studio D, one of the four air-con-
ditioned units from which broadcasts
are made. Smallest of the four, Studio
D provides the setting for interviews,
quiz programs, and faculty and stu-
dent roundtable discussions.

The other three studios are reached
by a corridor extending to the north.
Studio A houses many of WUOM'’s
dramatic programs and some of the
music broadcasts. Like Studios B and
C, it is irregular in shape with a com-
bination of saw-tooth and polycylin-
drical walls which are acoustically
treated. An adjoining audience room
provides thirty-eight comfortably up-
holstered theater seats to accommo-
date listeners who observe the shows
in production through a double-paned
window.
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